
WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION  
MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 15, 2012 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of the Washington County Commission was called to 
order by Acting Chairman James J. Eardley at 4:00 p.m. on May 15, 2012, in the 
Commission Chambers, Washington County Administration Building, St. George, Utah.  
Those in attendance were Acting Chairman Commissioner James J. Eardley, 
Commissioner Dennis Drake, Washington County Administrator Dean J. Cox, Deputy 
County Attorney Eric Clarke, and Deputy County Clerk Christine Hall.  Chairman Alan 
D. Gardner was excused, as he is out of town on County business. 
 
Commissioner Drake led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
AGENDA 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
The Consent Agenda is a means of expediting routine matters which come before the 
Commission for approval. The Consent Portion of the agenda is approved by one (1) 
non-debatable motion.  If any Commissioner wishes to remove an item from the Consent 
Portion of the agenda, then that item becomes the first order of business on the Regular 
Agenda. 
 

• Consideration of Auditor-Approved Claims for Payment for May 2, 2012, through 
May 15, 2012  

• Consideration of Administrative Adjustments for Personal Property (attached)  

• Consideration of Administrative Adjustments for Real Property (attached)  

• Consideration of Applications for Settlement or Deferral of Property Taxes (17) 
Michael Alton, S/N SG-RC-1; Country West Ent./Jon Brazeau, S/N SG-BACC-7; 
Matt & Christine Eschler, S/N H-4141-J; Melissa Ethington, S/N H-MES_1-16; 
Linda Van Kuilenburg/Mark Gardner, S/N SG-643-B-2; Long Sky Holdings, S/N 
SG-LOSG-2-250, SG-LOSG-5-527, and SG-LOSG-5-528; Kathryn Rasmussen, 
S/N W-WSR-2-1-127; Michael Schneider, S/N HCFE-7-HV; Sky Ranch 
Development, S/N H-3403-C-3, H-3403-C-4; Tri-Equity Holdings, S/N SC-6-2-8-
240, SC-6-2-8-238, SC-6-2-8-239, SC-6-2-8-2361, and SC-6-2-8-241  

• Consideration of Applications for Property Tax Abatement (1) 
Leon Hamilton, S/N H-SRTH-E-18-RD  

• Consideration of Ratification of Settlement Agreement Entered Into by and 
among Uintah, Carbon, Daggett, Duchesne, Emery, Iron, Juab, Kane, Millard, 
Salt Lake, Sanpete, Sevier, Utah, Washington, and Wasatch Counties, and Deseret 
Generation and Transmission Cooperative (DG&T)  

• Consideration of Approval of Fair Volunteers for the 2012 Washington County 
Fair (attached)  
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• Consideration of Renewal of Maintenance Service Agreement between the 
Washington County Justice Center and Schindler Elevator Corporation from May 
1, 2012, through August 31, 2014  

• Acknowledgment of Publishing of Ordinance No. 2012-1018-O on Saturday, May 
5, 2012  

 
Actions of the Washington County Planning Commission Meeting: 05-08-12 

 
Conditional Use Permit Extension:  Review extension to operate an aggregate 
processing plant and crushing operation in an existing grandfathered pit on 22.39 
acres, located in a portion of Section 32, T39S, R16W, SLBM, generally located 
east of Veyo.  Sunroc Corporation/ Russell Leslie and Dana Truman, applicants. 
 

The planner explained this was the fourth (4th) extension review on a use within the A-10 
zone under a grandfather clause, because the cinder pit was in existence since the zoning 
ordinance was adopted in 1972.  The applicant has purchased the twenty-two (22) acre pit 
and is operating an aggregate processing plant/crushing operation on site (County Code 
10-18-2 Permit required (amended 2008).  Previously, their site plan showed the location 
of roads, stock piles, equipment and overhead power lines.  If there are to be any 
employees on site, the applicant needs to provide sanitary facilities. The applicant was in 
attendance for an update on progress, stating there has not been a need for removal of 
aggregate this year.  When the processing plant is in place, they will be required to meet 
strict guidelines from EPA.  There have been no complaints about the cinder pit this past 
year.  The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval for another year.   

 
Conditional Use Permit Extension:  Request permission for three (3) motorized 
valve buildings in Central, Gunlock, and near Beaver Dam, for the UNEV 
petroleum pipeline project.  Cindy Gubler/UNEV representative, applicant. 
 

The planner indicated this was an automatic annual review. When applying for the 
conditional use for the UNEV petroleum pipeline project, the motorized valve buildings 
were overlooked.  There are three (3) prefabricated buildings in Washington County that 
cover the valves for the pipeline.  They are located as follows: 
 
 - Pipeline Milepost 295.2 in Central, Utah 
 - Pipeline Milepost 303.2 in Gunlock, Utah 
 - Pipeline Milepost 325.4 by Beaver Dam, Utah 
 
Public utilities are conditionally approved within the OSC-20 zone (County Code 10-6A-
3). The planner reported that the building official indicated that each building has been 
completed, so the commission may want to approve this use permit on a permanent basis.   
Photos of the completed buildings were taken for the screen presentation. The Planning 
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Commission unanimously recommended approval, granting permanent status for the 
Conditional Use Permit.   
 
MOTION:  Motion by Commissioner Drake to Adopt the Consent Agenda, with 

the exception of Item (f), Consideration of Ratification of Settlement 
Agreement Entered Into by and among Uintah, Carbon, Daggett, 
Duchesne, Emery, Iron, Juab, Kane, Millard, Salt Lake, Sanpete, 
Sevier, Utah, Washington, and Wasatch Counties, and Deseret 
Generation and Transmission Cooperative (DG&T), which shall be 
moved to Item 1 on the Regular Agenda.  Motion seconded by 
Commissioner Eardley and carried by unanimous vote, with 
Commissioners Eardley and Drake voting aye. 

 
REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 
Consideration of Ratification of Settlement Agreement Entered Into by and among 
Uintah, Carbon, Daggett, Duchesne, Emery, Iron, Juab, Kane, Millard, Salt Lake, 
Sanpete, Sevier, Utah, Washington, and Wasatch Counties, and Deseret Generation 
and Transmission Cooperative (DG&T) 
 
Deputy Washington County Attorney Eric Clarke explained that this agreement 
concludes a lawsuit in which Washington County has been involved for several years.  
The issue is centrally assessed taxes by the State of Utah, dealing primarily with utilities 
and power lines.  In this instance the assessments were challenged by various counties 
and ultimately settled in a manner beneficial to the counties.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Ratify the Settlement Agreement 

Entered Into by and among Uintah, Carbon, Daggett, Duchesne, 
Emery, Iron, Juab, Kane, Millard, Salt Lake, Sanpete, Sevier, Utah, 
Washington, and Wasatch Counties, and Deseret Generation and 
Transmission Cooperative (DG&T). Motion seconded by 
Commissioner Eardley and carried by unanimous vote, with 
Commissioners Eardley and Drake voting aye. 

 
EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORT / SHERIFF CORY PULSIPHER 
 
Washington County Sheriff Cory Pulsipher said that there have been eight (8) Search and 
Rescue call-outs since his last report.   
 
The Washington County Drug Task Force has been heavily involved in a huge spice case, 
along with multiple other agencies.  The misuse of spice and bath salts has become a huge 
problem in the schools and elsewhere, and additional resources are needed to deal with it.  
Spice is a substance that was originally used to make incense, but dealers are spraying 
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chemicals on it to make it a synthetic type of marijuana.  Unfortunately, the often 
devastating side effects cannot be predicted or controlled.    
 
Today in Cedar City, a tabletop exercise was held for various participants with respect to 
agencies working together for the control and suppression of wild-land fires.  
Commissioner Eardley said that the upcoming fire season may be a particularly severe 
one, given   Pete Kuhlmann, Emergency Services Director, said that the State Forester has 
issued restrictions for burning in Washington County.  As the summer becomes more dry 
and not, there will be a generalized burn restriction.  Most of the fires so far have been 
almost 100% human caused, people burning without safety stuff in place and without 
permits.  In order to burn within the County, a burn permit is required.  In the event a fire 
gets out of hand, the person who started the fire will be required to pay a fine for not 
having a permit but also pay the cost of extinguishment.  
 

REQUEST FOR SCHOLARSHIP ASSISTANCE, UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 
SCHOOL ON ALCOHOLISM /SOUTHWEST BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
 
Ms. Sandra Harmon, representing the Southwest Behavioral Health Department, requested 
that the Commission continue its longstanding tradition of sponsoring scholarships for 
four (4) students to attend the University of Utah School on Alcoholism and Drug 
Addictions.  These scholarships have a positive effect on the community and are endorsed 
by the Washington County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Approve Scholarship Assistance 

for Four (4) Individuals to Attend the University of Utah School on 
Alcoholism and Drug Addiction in the amount of $1,140.00.  Motion 
seconded by Commissioner Eardley and carried by unanimous vote, 
with Commissioners Eardley and Drake voting aye. 

 
PURCHASE REQUESTS 
 
 Emergency Services, reimburse Garfield County for a new 
  Repeater/antenna …………………………………………….. $ 30,537.15 
 Southwest Mosquito Abatement and Control District, 8’ x 40’ 
  insulated container …………………………………………... $ 11,800.00 
 
Commissioner Drake reiterated that the Southwest Mosquito Abatement & Control 
District is a special service district, separate and apart from Washington County, with its 
own funding. 
 

All purchases are budgeted, bonded, or paid for through grant funds. 
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MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Approve the Purchase Requests as 
presented.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Eardley and carried 
by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Eardley and Drake voting 
aye. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2012-1636, A RESOLUTION 
APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF UNDER-
STANDING BETWEEN WASHINGTON COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO 
EMERGENCY SERVICE AND WASHINGTON COUNTY REGARDING 
COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 
 
Mr. Kuhlmann said that this memorandum of understanding is between the County and 
the Washington County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (WCARES), a group of 
amateur radio operators who have been instrumental in helping the County Emergency 
Services upgrade its communications capabilities.  WCARES has been invaluable when 
the County phone, computer, and radio systems fail.  Historically, throughout the country 
when all other communications modes fail in emergencies, the one that continues to 
operate is amateur radio operations. 

 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Adopt Resolution No. R-2012-

1636, A Resolution Approving the Execution Of a Memorandum Of 
Understanding Between Washington County Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service and Washington County Regarding 
Communications Services In Emergency Situations. Motion seconded 
by Commissioner Eardley and carried by unanimous vote, with 
Commissioners Eardley and Drake voting aye. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2012-1638, A RESOLUTION OF 
SUPPORT FOR TOMBSTONE, ARIZONA 
 
Commissioner Eardley said that there is a television show on ABC on Sunday mornings at 
8:00 a.m. called The County Seat.  Recently featured on this show was a situation in 
Tombstone, Arizona, that has caught the attention of state and county governments in 
western states.  There was a fire in the wilderness area near Tombstone which destroyed 
significant vegetation; soon afterward, a rainstorm brought heavy floods which wiped out 
their water system.  This water system consisted of a piping system up into local springs 
which had been in existence for over one hundred and thirty (130) years. The Forest 
Service has forbidden the town to use any mechanical means to rebuild the water system, 
insisting that only shovels, picks, and other hand tools may be used, with access only by 
horseback. Even wheelbarrows have been forbidden, because they are considered 
“mechanized.” Many other western states consider this peremptory action by the Forest 
Service to be totally ridiculous, as the water system which depended on the local springs 
predated the wilderness designation. When the federal government first approached the 
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town about designating wilderness area, there was concern on the part of the town about 
access to the springs; the Forest Service assured them that it would not be a problem.  
However, after the fire and floods, permission was not granted.  
 
Washington County supports Tombstone’s cause, which is really a larger issue and applies 
to all of us in western states who are surrounded by federally-held public lands. 
 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Adopt Resolution No. R-2012-
1638, A Resolution of Support for Tombstone, Arizona. Motion 
seconded by Commissioner Eardley and carried by unanimous vote, 
with Commissioners Eardley and Drake voting aye. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2012-1639, A RESOLUTION IN 
OPPOSITION TO THE FORMATION OF A 1.7 MILLION ACRE NATIONAL 
MONUMENT IN NORTHERN ARIZONA AND ADJACENT TO SOUTHERN 
UTAH  
 
The area referred to is commonly known as the Arizona strip, which is being heavily 
promoted by several environmental groups to receive the designation of a National 
Monument.  Such an action would have a disastrous economic impact on Kane County, 
Washington County, San Juan County, Garfield County - basically all of Southern Utah.  
There are rich sources of uranium in that area that would be closed off permanently if it 
were so designated. Additionally, National Monument Designation would also eliminate 
grazing on that land, and a severe negative impact would ensue upon Southern Utah 
individuals who hold those grazing rights.  Washington County opposes that proposed 
monument designation. 
 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Adopt Resolution No. R-2012-
1639, a Resolution in Opposition to the Formation of a 1.7 Million 
Acre National Monument in Northern Arizona and Adjacent to 
Southern Utah.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Eardley and 
carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Eardley and Drake 
voting aye. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2012-1640, A RESOLUTION 
APPOINTING A MEMBER TO THE WASHINGTON COUNTY LIBRARY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Adopt Resolution No. R-2012-
1640, A Resolution Appointing Louise Excell to the Washington 
County Library Board Of Directors. Motion seconded by 
Commissioner Eardley and carried by unanimous vote, with 
Commissioners Eardley and Drake voting aye. 
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COMMISSIONERS' REPORT 
 

PUBLIC WORKS OR ROAD BUSINESS 
 
Washington County Public Works Director Ron Whitehead advised that next week (May 
20-26, 2012) is National Public Works Week.  Commissioner Eardley read a Proclamation 
so stating, a copy of which is available through the Office of the Washington County 
Commission, in which the public is encouraged to recognize and appreciate the hard work 
of those members of the public works community for all that they do to keep the citizens 
safe and able to conduct their business. 
 
Additionally, Mr. Whitehead mentioned that Road Department employee Alfonso Rubio 
recently received an award from the Road School “Roadeo” for his skills in maneuvering 
the loader obstacle course.  Other Public Works employees frequently attend specialized 
training and have won similar awards in recent years.   
 

COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING BUSINESS 
 
No items were presented today. 
 
Request a Closed Session 
 
None. 
 
There being nothing further to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned 
at 4:44 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  ______________________________ 
CHRISTINE S. HALL    JAMES J. EARDLEY 
DEPUTY CLERK     ACTING CHAIRMAN 


